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General Tasks for  Apr il

- Continue to check your seedlings, ensure 
the lights are 2.5 cm above the plants, 
pinch for branching, thin out over-seeded 
plantings, repot those that are too big for 
their starter pots and fertilize. Consider 
adding a fan to blow on your seedlings, 
which will help them to develop stronger, 
sturdier stems. 

- Once the snow has melted, lightly rake 
debris collected on your lawn to remove 
snow mould and prevent compaction. 

- Time to flip over those rain barrels or 
take them out of storage and check your 
eavestroughs for debris so you can start 
collecting any early runoff. 

See Colleen Tanner's full list of tasks in the 
April 2020 issue. 
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W hat  Do I Do Now? 
How to Deal with Snow Mould?
By Terry Yurko, CA, CLH T  

Snow mould is a type of fungus that affects 
perennial cool-season turf grasses such as 
Kentucky bluegrass, perennial ryegrass, and 
tall fescue. The term ?snow mould? can refer 
to several species of fungi, with the most 
common ones being pink snow mould 
(Microdochium nivale) and grey snow mould 
(Typhula spp.). The disease is commonly seen 
in lawns after spring snowmelt, and its effects 
on turf can be mild to severe.

Signs and Symptoms
Snow mould is characterized by circular or 
irregular patches of dead grass with woolly or 
dense mats of white, grey, or pink mould. 
Dead patches may appear water-soaked and 
exhibit a white, black, brown, or pink halo. A 
magnifying glass may also reveal dark lesions 
or black sclerotia (fruiting structures) on the 
leaves.

Causes
Snow mould exhibits the highest activity at 
low temperatures (-5 ºC to -1 ºC) and 
favours deep, prolonged snow cover in wet, 
heavily thatched turf. This dark, humid, and 
mild environment creates the perfect 

conditions for snow mould to grow and 
thrive.

Treatment  and Prevent ion
- Use fencing or barriers to prevent snow 

drifts.

- Improve drainage to avoid saturated areas.

- Select disease-resistant cultivars.

- Keep lawn trimmed short (5 cm).

- Avoid heavy applications of fertilizer and 
irrigation.

- Avoid heavy foot or vehicular traffic.

- Dethatch lawn in early spring or fall.

- Remove leaves and clippings before the 
first snowfall.

- Apply preventative fungicide in fall, if 
necessary.

- If you haven?t already done so, sort 
through stored tubers, roots and bulbs for 
dahlias, cannas, glads, and begonias. 
Dispose of anything that has shriveled or 
decayed and pot up the good ones. For 
more colour in the garden, start looking 
for new summer-flowering bulbs at your 
local garden centre. 

- Since veggie beds weren?t ready for 
amending last month, now is the time! Add 
well-rotted manures or other organic 
matter and, once your planted cover crops 
have emerged enough, turn them under. 

Snow mould on leaf debris (Deborah M aier)


