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W hat  Do I Do Now? 
Indoor  Plant  Pests: Dealing with Mealy Bugs

Yikes! The dreaded sight of mealy bug 
?wool? on our indoor plants! 

This small (1?4 mm long), unarmoured, 
scaled, and waxy-coated insect is in the same 
family as aphids and whiteflies. They are 
sap-sucking insects that cause a lot of 
damage to plants. The sticky, sweet 
honeydew secretion from adults also serves 
to attract ants and sooty moulds. 

Mealy bugs hitch rides into our homes on 
newly purchased plants, or from the garden 
on tools, clothing, or in reused potting soil. 
As prevention is always better, inspect any 
new plant for signs or symptoms before 
putting it out. Quarantining new plants for a 
couple of weeks is always a good practice to 
follow, and ensure that tools used outdoors 
are cleaned before coming inside. 

A telltale sign of an infestation is the cotton 
woolly egg sacs laid on the surfaces or in the 
axils of leaves, at the base of stems, or in the 
crown. Wingless adult females in colonies will 
also be found nearby. 
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To eliminate them, simply soak a cotton ball 
or cotton swab with a solution of 70% or less 
isopropyl (rubbing) alcohol and use it to swab 
over sacs to remove eggs and young nymphs. 
Adults may need to be hand picked off leaves, 
or you can take off entire leaves. Insecticidal 
soap may also be used, but I find manual 
direct action to be the best and most 
satisfying method. Continue to monitor 
regularly for further outbreaks because where 
there are plants, there will always be pests! 

M ealy bugs (Whitney Cranshaw, Colorado State 
University, Bugwood.org) 

Tasks for  W inter

Garden Tasks
 Prepared by Colleen Tanner

Outdoor  Tasks
- It?s time for winterscapes! Dress up those 

planters on your doorstep. Utilize your 
landscape evergreens by pruning them for 
your arrangements.

- Have you ever considered cutting your 
own tree for Christmas? Start a new family 
tradition and make a day of it. Once it?s 
time to take the tree down, consider using 
it as a mulch cover for tender beds.

- Keep an eye on heavy snow on your tree 
branches and knock off excess snow to 

prevent limbs from breaking. Prune where 
necessary if there is damage.

- Feed the birds! 

- Watch for bark damage from rabbits and 
deer. Protect trees with some type of 
covering, such as wire fencing or burlap.

- After a heavy snowfall, stockpile snow in 
protected areas, then move it to areas 
where needed to keep plants dormant 
during warm spells.


