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Onions are cool hardy and tolerate light to
medium frost, and even snow. To grow large
onions, plant onions outdoors up to four
weeks prior to the last expected frost.

Look for long day or intermediate day
(day-neutral) onions. Long-day onion bulbs
grow quickly; they can be planted as soon as
the soil is workable, and night temperatures
are warmer than —6 °C.

Basics of Planting Onions

* choose a full-sun location
* plant in loose, well-drained soil

e if the soil is firm, make a hole about the
size of the onion

* plant onions |5 cm apart and push into
the soil with the root end facing down

* keep the shoulder of the onion exposed

* water onions immediately after planting
and continue to water as needed
afterward

 fertilize every two weeks until the bulb
pushes the soil away

* as the bulb develops it will push soil
away and |/2 to 2/3 may end up
exposed above the soil. Do not cover
the exposed portion with more soil.
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Feeding the Future:

Harvesting

Once onion tops are about 10 cm tall, they
can be harvested as green onions. Use
onions that have at least three green tops
but only cut one. Taking too many onion
tops from one plant may stall onion bulb
development.

Harvest onions anytime throughout the
summer. Onions that start to develop
flowers should be harvested right away. An
onion will stop putting energy into the bulb
once it flowers.

Harvest onions a week or two after the
tops start to turn yellow and fall over, and
before the first fall frost. During this period,
do not water and let the soil dry. Air dry
onions for a week or two after harvesting
to allow the skins to dry then store.
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