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Human Vandalism & Theft

Deliberate damage to garden plants and produce theft can occur from time to time at a
community garden. A fence around the garden will not prevent wilful damage or garden theft.
Gardeners are consistently surprised how powerful beauty, public information, neighbourhood
involvement and garden productivity are as deterrents to destructive vandalism. Public land is
for everyone so a garden must not appear to be exclusive to a small group.

To deter destructive vandalism, we can:

U Post signs on what the garden is growing and why, how to join and be part of the
garden.

U Define the perimeter of the garden site with footpath mulch or City of Calgary’s trail
mix compressed footpath material.

U Maintain the garden layout with clear sightlines so passers-by can see the entire garden
space at a glance.

U Cultivate curb appeal by adding beautiful floral borders, colourful perennial flower beds
and climbing beauty plants such as sweet peas and sunflowers in areas where there is
low-rise fencing to keep out animals.

U Consistently invite and involve neighbourhood youth in the construction project days,

planting / weeding / watering /harvesting socials and repair events, composting, and soil

renewal days.

Host youth art projects such as outdoor murals, stepping stones, garden bed markers.

Follow a weekly action plan to keep all aspects of the garden organized and in good

repair so that it doesn’t look neglected.

U Report incidents of vandalism to your City of Calgary Parks Community Liaison staff
member.
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Plant and Produce Theft

Produce theft can take place because families are hungry and short of food. It can also happen
because of a lack of understanding of who can harvest from the garden. Sometimes garden
thieves steal to avoid the effort of caring for food crops and flowers. Put into place different
strategies to address these different kinds of garden interference.

To discourage plant and produce theft we can:

U Post a sign in many languages explaining how to contact and join the community garden.
Be clear that the gardeners are local residents growing food and flowers for their
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families. Sometimes people do not understand the concept of a community garden and
think that the produce raised is for anyone to pick.

Set up Tasting Gardens on or near the outside of the garden perimeter with a sign
“Enjoy fresh food when it is ripe from this Tasting Garden if you are hungry.”

Pick produce as it ripens.

Ask gardeners to arrange for another gardener to pick the ripe produce when they are
away or unable to visit the garden.

Prevent harvest waste and neglect. Put in the gardener’s agreement that gardeners
leaving ripe produce in their beds unharvested will be contacted. If the gardener does
not respond, the crops will be harvested and given to an agency serving Calgarians who
do not have access to fresh food.

Share surplus produce in an obvious way. Set up a labelled giveaway basket at the front
gate of the garden that is filled regularly with extra produce for kids needing a snack or
families short on fresh food. Have a sign explaining “We Share Vegetables with [name of
organization, agency serving hungry Calgarians].”

Consider making several signs for the garden. Include the email address people can use
to join the garden. Use wording like "Please Respect Our Garden. We're Growing Food
for Neighbourhood Families."

Welcome and get to know neighbours whose windows overlook the garden. Trade
flowers and vegetables for their watchful observation of the garden.

Plant potatoes, other root crops or delicious but lesser-known vegetables such as
kohlrabi along the sidewalk or fence.

Create a cheerful shaded seating area so people who are not gardeners will spend time
in the garden enjoying it.

Plant unusual varieties of vegetables that are not quickly identified such as purple beans,
orange cheddar cauliflower or white eggplant.



